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One of the activities under the RCMI Program is to provide funds for
faculty and graduate students development in research. Institutional funds
are allocated to enable Medical Sciences Campus faculty and graduate
students to learn new research techniques and/or develop collaborative
relationships with senior scientists outside of Puerto Rico, especially in
areas relevant to health disparities.

We are pleased to share with the Medical Sciences Campus community
the experiences of the students and faculty who participated in this year’s
program.

Graduate Students
Professional Development Program
Jorge Martínez
Graduate Student
Department of Biochemistry
School of Medicine
Advisor:
Jorge Duconge, Ph.D.
Host site:
University of California Davis

“The Data Intensive Biology Institute workshop was excellent, very well
structured and designed to be inclusive for people, be it beginners or experts
in computing. Advanced computing techniques are not being utilized on my
laboratory. Thus, I am hoping that this workshop will provide the start of
these technologies at our lab”.

Graduate Students
Professional Development Program
Josmarie Ortiz
Graduate Student
Department of Nursing
School of Nursing
Advisor:
Benjamin Bolaños, Ph.D.
Host Site:
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI

“During this training I had the opportunity to develop the first chapter of my
research proposal as a Doctoral Nursing Student. The workshop also
provided a unique opportunity for networking. For example, I shared my
interest in the phenomenon of sleep with different professionals from around
the world. After the training, proposal corrections were done and a protocol
was summited to the IRB at the UPR-MSC on July 3, 2019.”

Graduate Students
Professional Development Program
Keishla Rodríguez
Graduate Student
Department of Physiology
School of Medicine
Advisor:
Sabzali Javadov, Ph.D.
Host Site:
University of Pittsburgh

“At the University of Pittsburg, I worked on the analysis of my
experimental samples using LC/MS with the goal of obtaining specific
information about the subcellular concentration in cardiac myoblastic
cells of specific antioxidant compounds that are currently develop by this
same laboratory. Furthermore, participating in this laboratory gave me
the opportunity to network with other scientists currently working in the
area of Medicinal Chemistry, with the expectation of developing
collaborations with them in the future”.

Graduate Students
Professional Development Program
Marie L. Matos
Graduate Student
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences
School of Pharmacy
Advisor:
Eduardo J.E. Caro-Díaz, Ph.D.

Host Site:
Scripps Institute
University of California San Diego

“During my visit to UCSD, I learned how to prepare samples and analyze them
using Liquid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS); isolate compounds
with the HPLC Preparatory system, and identify compounds with NMR analysis. I
also trained on the use of the Global Natural Products Social Molecular Networking
(GNPS) database and learned how to analyze molecular networking on isolated
compounds of cyanobacteria. Thanks to this intensive training, I will be able to
continue working on isolating new compounds from these cyanobacteria and other
micro and macro algae species”.

Graduate Students
Professional Development Program
Wildelis Figueroa
Graduate Student
Department of Industrial Pharmacy
School of Pharmacy
Advisor:
Eduardo J.E. Caro-Díaz, Ph.D.
Host Site:
Scripps Institute
University of California San Diego

“During my research training at the Scripps Institute, I carried out solvent
extractions of collected samples. This process exposed me to several
techniques including Flash Chromatography, Liquid Chromatography-Mass
Spectometry, Xcalibur and Molecular Networking software and Nuclear
Magnetic Resonance (NMR). On July 12, 2019, a visit was made to the Pfizer
Global Research & Development laboratory located in La Jolla, San Diego.
In addition, I attended the American Society of Pharmacognosy (ASP) Annual
Meeting, where a poster was presented”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program
Ana Patricia Ortiz, Ph.D.
Professor
School of Public Health

Host site:
International Agency of Research on
Cancer (IARC)
Lyon, France

“During this training I was able to discuss with other researchers the
scientific studies we are conducting at the University of Puerto Rico
Medical Sciences Campus (UPR-MSC). I had also the opportunity to give
a conference titled: “HPV-related cancer Prevention Research in Puerto
Rico” and learned about international collaborative initiatives in the area of
HPV and Cancer relevant to the UPR-MSC and the UPR Cancer Center. I
also identify new topics in the field of HPV-cancer, as well as local and
international research opportunities in the areas of cervical, anal and oral
cancer”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program
Marievelisse Soto-Salgado, Dr. P.H.
Adjunct Professor
School of Medicine/ Public Health
Host site:
International Agency of Research on Cancer
Lyon, France

“In addition to visit the International Agency of Research on Cancer (IARC)
where I had several meetings with IARC researchers from the Prevention and
Implementation Section. These meetings focused on establishing possible
collaborations in the prevention and control of cancer. I also actively
participated in meetings, group discussions and data analysis with ESTAMPA
researchers. ESTAMPA is a database project sponsored by the World Health
Organization. These experiences had a positive impact on my professional
development as I transition from a junior to an independent investigator.”

Faculty
Professional Development Program
Marytere Meléndez, M.P.H.
Instructor
School of Dental Medicine
Host site:
University of Illinois at Chicago

“I received training in topics and skills required to improve my
competencies in the areas of community engagement, mix-methods, and
qualitative research approaches. The acquired knowledge will help me
develop research proposals, as well as guide my students in these areas”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program

Noemy Díaz-Ramos, M.S.N., Dr. Ed.
Assistant Professor
School of Nursing
Host site:
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI

“The knowledge acquired has benefited me in strengthening the
methodology area of the research I am currently conducting. Training in
the area of research writing, mixed methodology, scientific rigor in the
mixed methodology and writing of manuscripts for publication will be
instrumental in conducting my investigations”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program

Ricardo González, Ph.D.
Professor
School of Medicine
Host site:
Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center

“The workshop covered a wide range of physical models and computational
approaches for the simulation of biological systems at multiple scales, using
cutting edge technology including ProDy, NAMD, VMD, iGNM and ANM. This
workshop and the knowledge gained by participating in the activities will be of
great help in mentoring graduate students from the Biochemistry Department
in this area. It was a great learning experience and allowed for transferring the
knowledge to the Medical Sciences Campus and the Graduate Curricula”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program
Sugeily Rivera Suazo, M.S.W
Adjunct Professor
School of Public Health
Conference site:
World Conference of the Association for
Contextual and Behavioral Science
Dublin, Ireland

“This award offered the opportunity to share preliminary findings from the
research project ”Reducing Self-stigma in Persons with HIV and Drug Use
Disorders in Primary Health Care Settings”, where I am the Project
Coordinator. The conference provided an excellent space for multidisciplinary
dialogue on issues related to interventions with vulnerable groups, as well as
updating knowledge in mental health treatment and research being conducted
by other professionals in the scientific community”.

Faculty
Professional Development Program

Tagrid Ruiz, M.D.
Post-Doctoral Resident
School of Medicine

Host site:
Ray E. Helfer Society
Orlando, Florida

“With my participation in the Ray E Helfer Society conference I was
able to find ways to help Puerto Rico and our children”.
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